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Datanet support the use of either a JET database or a SQL Server database. The majority of customers will
initially use an MDB file.

The MDB file is the database used by the Microsoft JET database engine (which is also used in Microsoft
Access). While the database itself can handle thousands of users entered in the database, the real world
limitations with JET come into play with the number of simultaneous users accessing your site. The point at
which the JET engine starts to become overwhelmed and breaks down is dependant on many factors.
However, most current servers should be able to handle somewhere up to 20-30 simultaneous users on your
site before the server becomes too heavy taxed by the JET database engine.

Using a SQL Server database is very different. SQL Server is an extremely more powerful platform for storing
data. It can handle much larger sets of data, and drastically more simultaneous activity. So, with a SQL
Server database, you can typically expect to handle simultaneous user counts well into the hundreds or
thousands.

If your entire site's traffic is under 3000 hits per day, you should be able to expect to safely use a JET
database. If your site is experiencing more traffic than that, you should seriously consider using a SQL Server
database. Note: You can get significantly more overall performance from your site if the IS server and the
SQL server are not running on the same machine. If your site is hosted with an ISP, you should ask them
about their server configuration to estimate what their limitations for supporting your site might be.

Registered Office: DATANET.CO.UK LIMITED, Aspen House, Barley Way, Ancells Business Park, Fleet, Hampshire, GU51 2UT T: 0845 130 6010 F: 0845 130 6020
Registered in England - No. 3214053



